
5. WRITE NEATLY

to help you pass any test

5 STEPS 
1.  READ THE QUESTION
Are you bored of hearing this yet? Marks are always lost when students don’t read
the WHOLE question.  If a question asks “to the nearest 10kg” don’t give your
answer in grams!  If it says “to 3 decimal places” don’t write down only 2 or 5!

2. SHOW YOUR WORKING
Another one you are fed up hearing but the marks are given out for
your answer AND how you got to the answer.  So don’t let marks drift
away because you just wrote down an answer - even if you know it!

3. MARKS DETERMINE DETAIL
More marks don’t mean harder questions, it means there are probably more
steps you have to show in your working.  2 marks may mean you need to
show at least one step then the answer.  Higher marks mean more steps.

4. ARE YOU MAKING SENSE?
If the question is about the mass of an apple and your answer is 300 kg then you have
probably gone wrong somewhere.  If you don’t have time to figure out where you can write
down something like “I know this does not look sensible and I have gone wrong in some step”.

If you are handwriting the exam answers, you cannot get marks if the
marker cannot read your answer.  Nerves lead to messy writing, that’s
fine, but it still has to be legible to a reader.  Practice will help.
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